
MINUTES OF THE MARKFIELD PARISH MEETING HELD
ON TUESDAY 2  nd   MARCH 2021 AT 7.30 PM via Zoom  

Councillors: Mr M Lay (Chair), Mrs M Bowler, Mr C Middleton,  Mr K Senkpiehl, Dr E Silkstone, Mr W
Walmsley, Mr D Weston and Mrs. J Williams 
Locum Clerk 
County Councillor Mr P Bedford
Borough Councillor Mr A Furlong

1, Apologies:
Mrs M Browning and Mrs V Robson-York

2. Declaration of Interests both Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary items on the agenda      
There were none.

3. Minutes of the last meeting 

Resolved – the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd February 2021 were approved 
and should be signed accordingly.

The Chairman re-ordered the agenda so that agenda item 4 would be discussed later in the meeting.

4. County Councillor Report

 County Councillor P Bedford gave a report which included:

The County Council increase in the Council Tax due to the financial implications of the previous year; that 
the County Council is reviewing the speed limit on some of the roads in the county; footpath issues relating
to disabled users and the adoption of the roads on the existing Jelson estate in the village.  He also advised 
that he had met with the new police officer allocated to Markfield to discuss anti-social behaviour and 
enforcement issues.

5. Borough Councillor Report

Borough Councillor Lay gave a report to the meeting regarding the Borough Council budget increase.  He 
informed members that he had reported dog fouling and litter issues to the Borough Council and 
consequently the Dog Warden and Street Cleansing Officer had visited the village.

6. Community Centre

 MCA Lease -report  

The meeting was given an update on the Markfield Community Association (MCA) Lease and Councillors 
were fully appraised of all the background information.  They were advised that the new lease still has not 
been signed and that following the resignation of the Chair of the MCA, the Vice-Chair had also resigned at 
the end of February It was agreed that Councillors Bowler and Williams, as members of the Governance 
Committee, should undertake any work required to progress the matter.

 Lightning Protection Quote
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Resolved: to accept the quote from TW Lightning Services at a total cost of £168.00 

7. Financial Matters

7.1 Financial Report 

The report was circulated to members during the meeting and was discussed and noted.

FINANCE REPORT

FEBRUARY 2021

£
Bank balances on 31 January 2021

- current account
       
5,439.10 

-business premium account 1
   
112,963.78

-business premium account 2
       
3,832.92 
   
122,235.80

Income
-current account

Lisa Boulter 186.00 Memorial stone
Central Co-op 162 402.00 Cemetery fees

588.00
-business premium account 1

-business premium account 2

Expenditure
-current account

Vodafone DD 30.74 Mobiles x 2
EDF Energy DD 23.00 JPF electricity
Wicksteed Leisure 165 5675.40 New swings etc
M&BG Ltd 166 1912.01 Grounds maintenance
Leics County Council 167/168 1972.07 Annual street lighting contract
A Taylor 169 1160.02 Clerk wages
Johnson Tree Care 170 804.00 Tree work Chitterman/cemetery
HMRC Cumbernauld 171 181.17 Tax/NI
PubPay 172 14.40 Payroll processing Jan
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Tranter Fire & Security 173 315.04
JPF CCTV/fire alarm contract 
21/22

Planit X 174 4800.00 N Plan support
E. ON DD 7.00 Cemetery chapel electricity

   
16,894.85

Bank balances on 28 February 2021

-current account
       
7,965.17 

-business premium account 1
     
97,963.78 

-business premium account 2
                    
-   
   105,928.

95 

Commitments on 28 February 2021

School walk grant - Bardon Community Fund
       
5,000.00 

Resolved: to approve the payment of the invoice for Scribe.

The Capital Expenditure Programme Report that was issued to members prior to the meeting was 
explained and discussed.

The Locum Clerk advised that there is currently outstanding income that is outstanding from a local Funeral
Directors – this was noted.

The Chairman permitted Borough Councillor Furlong to give his Borough Councillor Report at this point in 
the meeting, as follows:

Borough Councillor Furlong advised that the outcome of the Crown Crest Appeal was a result for the 
community and thanked Cllr Bowler.
He reported that had been contacted by residents that had been concerned about the demolition of the 
cottage on Vine Lane. 
He had been in contact with both the school and new beat police officer around the parking issues close to 
Mercenfield School.

8. Mayflower Close

 Children’s Play Area  

The PCIF grant and the forthcoming installation of the new play equipment was discussed.

 MUGA Maintenance  

82



Two specialist quotes for the MUGA maintenance were distributed prior to the meeting.
Resolved: to accept the quote from Sports Court Maintenance for the annual maintenance programme at a
total cost of £1200.00.

It was agreed that the stone ‘snake’ around Mayflower Close green area should be removed when the 
current lockdown restrictions have been lifted., Cllr Lay agreed to put an article in The Herald to advice 
residents that this would be done.

9. Jubilee Playing Fields Report

Cllr Middleton advised that it was expected that football would be played on the ground at the end of the 
month, but that they were waiting for official guidance.

10. Cemetery Matters

 Memorial applications  

I. Resolved: to approve - Co-operative Memorials – Additional Inscription Bailey
II. Resolved: to approve - Co-operative Memorials – Additional Inscription Sherriff

 To consider extending clerical assistance with the Cemetery Records  

Resolved: to accept the quote for the additional work required to update the cemetery 
records.  The Council commended the work that Mrs Ward had done on the records to date.

It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange for the gate lock on the gate to be repaired.
 
11. Planning Matters 

 20/01206/FUL - Change of use from shop to hot food take away, ventilation flue.
99B Main Street Markfield Leicestershire LE67 9UT

Resolved: not to make a comment

The Clerk raised that she had received an email the previous day from a developer who wanted to present 
their proposal to the Parish Council.  It was agreed to invite them to the April Parish Council meeting

12. Parish Council Open Space Matters 

12.1 Tree Works

 An email from a resident regarding an article in the Leicestershire Matters publication about 
the parish taking up an offer of free trees from the county was discussed.
Resolved: that the Clerk should reply to advise the resident that the Parish Council has recently
adopted a policy to replace felled/removed trees with two new trees somewhere in the parish
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 It was explained that the tree surgeon had advised that the tree adjacent to the library 
boundary, which was discussed at the last meeting would not require work for a further 5 
years.

13. Correspondence

Cllr Walmsley reported that he had received correspondence requesting a cross be placed by the churches 
on The Green for Easter.  Details of the request had been distributed to members prior to the meeting.
Resolved: to give permission for the cross

Cllr Walmsley also reported that he had received correspondence that the planters in the village require 
some attention.  Cllr Lay advised that the contractor had been contacted.
 
14. Police Liaison

Cllr Lay informed the meeting that both himself and Cllr Bowler had met with the new beat police officer.

15. Bus Shelter Quote

Resolved: to accept the following quote from Euro Shel:

Replacement steel mesh panels/frames

The cost of this would be: £325.00 each.

Delivery to Markfield £115.00

Fitting cost £45.00 per panel

16. Christmas Lights

Cllr Weston agreed to investigate options and to bring them back to a future meeting.

17.Recruitment of Clerk/RFO

Cllr Williams advised the meeting that following the recruitment and interview process the Governance 
Committee had appointed Lorraine Davies as the new Clerk; the starting date is to be 8 th March 2021.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Williams for all her work during the recruitment process. 

The Chairman and the rest of the Council then thanked the Locum Clerk for all her help during her time at 
the Parish Council

18. Clerk’s Report

There was no report.

18. Reports from Councillors
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Cllr Bowler reported that she had had a meeting with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council as the Parish
Council would need to choose an examiner for the Neighbourhood Plan.
Resolved: to accept Cllr Bowler’s recommendation to appoint Chris Collison as the examiner for Markfield 
Neighbourhood Plan and that Cllr Bowler should be the nominated person from the Parish Council to take 
it through the examination process.

The meeting was advised that the examiner may require answers to queries/questions and that the 
timeframe may not allow time to call a Parish Council meeting.
Resolved: to delegate authority to Cllr Bowler, the Neighbourhood Plan adviser and the Chair of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to deal with any queries that arise during the examination process.

21. Questions to the Chair

There were none.

22. Date of the Next Parish Council meeting 

Tuesday 6th April 2021 at 7.30pm 

Resolved: In accordance with section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 
excluded from the remaining item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely discloser of 
exempt information as defined in paragraph 1 of Schedule 12 A of that Act.

Members were advised of matters pertaining to possible s106 contribution monies. No resolutions 
were agreed during this item.  

The meeting ended at 21.34pm

….…………… ……………………..
Signed, Chair 06/04/2021
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