
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD VIA ZOOM

ON TUESDAY 6 APRIL 2021 AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT

Councillors: M.R. Lay

M. Bowler, S. Browning, C. Middleton, K. Senkpiehl,
E. Silkstone, W. Walmsley, D. Weston, J. Williams.

County Councillor P. Bedford
Borough Councillor A. Furlong

Mr A Gore – Marrons Planning
Mr. A. Thorne – Marrons Planning

Mr B Williams – Nineteen47
Mr M Oliver – Penland Estates

Parish Clerk

1. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Chairman

(a) Welcomed the new Clerk, Lorraine Davies, to her post and introduced her to the
Council Members:

(b) Advised that this would be his last normal Council Meeting as Chairman as it was
not his intention to seek re-election to the role of Chairman  at the Council’s Annual
General Meeting in May 2021.

(c) Thanked  all  the  Councillors  for  their  support  during  his  period  of  tenure  as
Chairman  and  made  particular  reference  to  his  Vice-Chairman,  Councillor  M.
Bowler,  and Councillor  J. Williams.   He also thanked Mr P Bowler and Mr M
Williams for all their support to the Parish Council during the past 2 years.

(d) Requested that the Chairman’s allowance for 2020/21 be carried forward to enable
him to fulfil his ambition to hold an event to recognise and celebrate those in the
community who had contributed to the work of the Parish particularly during what
had been a very difficult year.

(e) Advised  that  the  Parish Council  still  faced  some challenges  particularly  around
housing  provision,  but  he  hoped  that  the  emerging  Neighbourhood  Plan  would
assist in responding to those issues.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

An  apology  for  absence  was  received  from Councillor  V.  Robson-York  due  to  ill
health.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

None.
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4. MINUTES  

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 March 2021 were approved as a true record and
authorised to be signed by the Chairman.

5. PRESENTATION  BY  MARRONS  PLANNING  –  LAND  OFF  ASHBY  ROAD,  
MARKFIELD

Further to Minute 11 of the Council meeting held on 2 March 2021, 

(i) representatives and associates of Marrons Planning (a) gave a presentation on its
proposals to submit a planning application to the Local Planning Authority for
the provision of 90 dwellings with associated access and infrastructure on land
situated  off  Ashby  Road,  Markfield  (copies  of  the  public  consultation
documentation and concept plans had previously been circulated to Members)
and (b) answered Members’ questions thereon.

(ii) The Chairman outlined the concerns of the Council and advised that the site had
not been identified in the emerging Neighbourhood Plan as a preferred location
for development.  He advised that the recent application approved by Hinckley
& Bosworth Borough Council  for 282 houses  submitted  by Jelsons was the
preferred location for future development in the Parish and would provide for
future housing needs as identified in the Neighbourhood Plan.

RESOLVED that the Council advise Marrons Planning that it was not supportive of the
proposals as outlined in view of the sensitive nature of the site and that the proposals
were at variance with the emerging Neighbourhood Plan.

6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

None. 

7. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  

Councillor P Bedford 

(a) Indicated his support for the emerging Neighbourhood Plan and for the position 
taken by the Parish Council in relation to the proposed development off Ashby 
Road.

(b) Advised that this would be his last meeting prior to the local elections due to take 
place on 6 May 2021 and thanked the Parish Councillors for their support during his
period of office.

(c) Advised that several meetings had taken place with Leicestershire Constabulary 
including a tour of the Parish in which he had identified areas of concern including 
the problem of speeding traffic.

(d) Advised that the Grants Committee had awarded funding for the Millennium 
Garden project in addition to other projects in adjoining Parishes.

(e) Agreed to provide a response to the question raised by the Chairman regarding the 
provision of primary education once the school had received capacity.
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RESOLVED that the report be noted.
8. BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT  

Councillor A Furlong 

(a) Indicated his support for the emerging Neighbourhood Plan and its positive impact
on speculative planning applications.

(b) Advised  that  the  Jelson  application  for  282  dwellings  had  been  approved  by
Hinckley  & Bosworth  Borough  Council  and  the  Section  106  contributions  that
would be available for local amenities and he hoped that part of the contributions
could  be  utilised  in  providing  a  solution  to  the  problem of  parking around the
Primary School. He confirmed that he had been in contact with representatives of
Jelsons to minimise the disruption whilst the development was taking place.

(c) Outlined  the  two  issues  regarding  the  caravan  at  19  Park  Avenue  (i)  illegal
occupation of the caravan as it was classed as a separate unit.  However, in view of
the covid 19 situation the view of the Borough Council is that it will not be taking
enforcement  action  as  the  caravan  is  being  occupied  on  a  temporary  basis  to
facilitate the shielding of a vulnerable individual.  However, the situation was being
carefully monitored and (ii) the possibility of a fire risk.  This was investigated by
the Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service and as the caravan is hooked up to the
main dwelling the risk is low but that the situation would be kept under review on a
monthly basis.

(d) Confirmed that the situation regarding the ownership of the land situated at the rear
of  London  Road  was  still  being  investigated  by  the  Borough  Council’s  legal
department and once ownership has been determined it was expected that a decision
would be made.

(e) Reported on his discussions with representatives of the Primary School to address
the problem of parking around the school and it was hoped that part of any Section
106 contributions arising from the Jelson development could be utilised to find a
permanent solution to the problem.

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  advised  that  a  meeting  had  been  held  with
representatives of the school on 22 March 2021, via Zoom to discuss the provision of
the Licence and although the meeting was productive it was unlikely anything further
would happen until the start of the new academic year in September 2021.

RESOLVED that the reports be noted.

9. POLICE REPORT  

The Clerk reported that no report had been received from the Police.

The Vice-Chairman reported that the Police had requested the Council to consider 
whether it would be supportive of a no cold calling zone for the Parish.

RESOLVED that further information be obtained on the No Cold Calling Zone for 
presentation at a future meeting.
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10. FINANCIAL REPORT – TO 31 MARCH 2021  

The Clerk submitted the following Finance Report for the month of March 2021 
prepared by Mr J Bowler on behalf of the Council (copies of which had previously been
circulated to Members) and answered questions thereon:

- current account       7,965.17 
-business premium account 1     97,963.78 
-business premium account 2                    -   

  105,928.95 
Income
-current account

Central Co-op 183 198.00 Cemetery fees
Anstey & District 184 952.00 Burial fees
E.ON 185 451.37 Solar 
Anstey & District 199 555.00 Burial fees

2156.37
-business premium account 1

Interest 2.85
2.85

-business premium account 2
Interest 0.08

 
0.08

Expenditure
-current account

Vodafone DD 48.74 Mobiles x 2
PlusNet DD 52.30 Broadband
Waterplus DD 18.47 Cemetery water
Public Works Loan Board DD 776.75 Loan repayment
Sports and Courts 
Maintenance 176 360.00 MUGA maintenance
Sign Direct 177 57.60 No parking sign
M Bowler 178 43.08 Petty cash/flowers
M&BG Ltd 179 1912.01 Grounds maintenance
M&JA Williams 180 8.99 Computer keyboard
H Ward 181 390.00 Cemetery records
LRALC 182 40.00 Training course
EDF Energy DD 23.00 JPF electricity
E.ON DD 7.00 Cemetery electricity
H Ward 186 540.00 Cemetery records
LRALC 187 40.00 Training course
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Clerk 188 1692.41 Clerk salary
HMRC Cumbernauld 189 136.80 Tax/NI
XMA 190 49.61 Stationery
HMRC Cumbernauld 191 181.52 Tax/NI
ESPO 192 58.97 Stationery
Johnson Tree Care 193 4500.00 Tree work
Locum Clerk 194 1093.64 Interim clerk salary
PlusNet 195 53.08 Broadband
LexisNexis 196 149.99 Arnold Baker ref book
M&G Ltd 197 1912.01 Ground maintenance
Cartridge Save Ltd 198 53.96 Toner

  
14,199.93

Bank balances at 31 March 2021
-current account       5,921.69 
-business premium account 1     87,966.63 
-business premium account 2                    -   

    93,888.32 

Commitments at 31 March 2021
School walk grant - Bardon Community Fund       5,000.00 

RESOLVED the income and expenditure in the Finance report be approved and its effect on
the Council’s Reserves and Balances be noted.

11. MARKFIELD LITTLE WOMBLES  

(a) The Clerk submitted the request of the Markfield Little Wombles for a financial
contribution towards the cost of providing refuse sacks for the collection of litter of
£100 (copies of which had previously been circulated to Members)

(b) The Chairman  advised  that  he  had been  in  consultation  with  representatives  of
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council,  and it  was hoped that the provision of
refuse sacks could be provided free of charge.

RESOLVED that a sum of £100 be granted to the Markfield Little Wombles in the
event that the refuse sacks were not provided, free of charge, by Hinckley & Bosworth
Borough Council.

12. CEMETERY RECORDS REPORT  

The Clerk submitted the report prepared by the Council’s consultant in connection with
the work undertaken with the cemetery records (copies of which had previously been
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circulated to Members) and outlining the options available to the Council to progress
the project.

RESOLVED that  the  Clerk  obtain  costs  of  (a)  scanning  of  the  Council’s  Burial
Registers (b) the digital mapping of the cemetery and (c) the provision of software to
enable the Council to move to the provision of computerised record management and
submit a report to Council for consideration.

13. CEMETERY – TREE SURVEY REPORT  

The  Clerk  submitted  the  tree  survey  report  prepared  by  the  Council’s  contractor,
Johnson  Tree  Care  (copies  of  which  had  previously  been  circulated  to  Members)
outlining the condition of each tree and recommendations for its future maintenance in
a priority order as well as a recommended inspection frequency.

RESOLVED that all those works identified as priority 1 in the report be undertaken in
2021/22 with  budget  provision  being  made  for  2022/23 and future  years  for  those
works identified as priority 2 and 3.

14. CEMETERY MEMORIAL APPLICATIONS  

The Clerk submitted applications for Memorials in respect of Ronald James and Joan
Bates and Joseph Leslie Pickwell (copies of which had previously been circulated to
Members) and advised that, in future, applications for Memorials would be dealt with
by the Clerk under delegated powers.

RESOLVED that the Memorial applications submitted be approved.

15. PLANNING APPLICATION – 51 THE GREEN MARKFIELD  

The Council considered the planning application for a single storey side extension to 51
The Green,  Markfield  (copies  of  the  application  were available  for  Members  via  a
computer link to the relevant section of the Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council
website).

RESOLVED no objections be made to the application.

16. BAGWORTH,  THORNTON  AND  STANTON  UNDER  BARDON  
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

The Council consider the draft neighbourhood plan with a view to making any pre-
submission comments (copies of the plan were available for Members via a computer
link to the relevant section of the Parish Council website).

RESOLVED that  the  Council  is  supportive  of  our  neighbouring  communities
undertaking this work and believe it is the right action to take to prevent speculative
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housing  development.   However,  the  Council  does  have  some reservations  at  the
selection of the site opposite South Charnwood High School on sustainability grounds
being in the open countryside.

17.   SOUTH CHARNWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

The Clerk submitted the proposals of South Charnwood High School to provide a
multi-purpose  sports  hall  at  the  school  (copies  of  which  had  previously  been
circulated to Members).

RESOLVED that South Charnwood High School be advised that the Council were
very supportive of their  proposals but would welcome plans to be included in the
proposals for the provision of an alternative methods of travel for those accessing the
proposed facilities.  

18. PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE  

The Clerk requested the Council to approve a redesign of the Parish Council’s website
at  a  cost  of  £275.00  to  ensure  that  the  website  complied  with  the  Website
Accessibility Regulations 2020.

RESOLVED that  the  redesign  of  the  Council’s  website  at  a  cost  of  £275.00  be
approved.

19.  CLERK’S REPORT

 The Clerk submitted a report  (copies of which had previously been circulated to
Members) requesting the Council to consider and approve:

(a) The recruitment and appointment of a General Operative/Handyperson
(b) The purchase of a fire proof storage cabinet for the parish office
(c) A revised budget for the purchase of a leaf blower to £200
(d) The provision of a photocopier of the parish office

RESOLVED

(1) The Council employ a General Operative/Handyperson on a 10-15 hour per week
contract at a cost of £10.00 per hour plus mileage and that the Clerk be granted
delegated authority to compile the job description and to undertake the appropriate
recruitment and appointment.

(2) The Clerk be granted delegated authority to purchase an appropriate fire-proof
storage cabinet for the parish office upto a maximum budget of £1200.

(3) The Clerk be granted delegated authority to purchase an appropriate leaf-blower
up to a maximum budget of £200.

(4) The Clerk be granted delegated authority to enter into a Lease for the provision of
a  suitable  photocopier  with  an  appropriate  supplier  in  accordance  with  the
Council’s Financial Regulations.

20. MILLENNIUM GARDEN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS  
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Councillor C Middleton advised that confirmation had been received that the Council’s
recent  application  to  the  Bardon  Hill  Quarry  Community  Fund  for  £5000  towards
environmental improvement works at the Millennium Garden had been successful and
reminded Members that the Parish Council have allocated £5000 in its budget for this
project.

RESOLVED that the report be noted and that a project plan be prepared with relevant
costings for presentation to Council for approval.

21. JUBILEE PLAYING FIELDS  

(a) Councillor C. Middleton updated Members on the current plans of the football
clubs  to  amalgamate  so  that  the  teams  would  be  able  to  benefit  from greater
funding  opportunities.   He  advised  that  in  view  of  the  senior  team’s  status,
discussions had been held with the Football Foundation regarding the provision of
additional  facilities.   He  also  advised  that  the  Football  Foundation  had
recommended that a pitch inspection was carried out at a cost of £100 which the
football club was prepared to pay but the Football Foundation did require a letter
from the Parish Council confirming the Council’s approval.  

(b) The Chairman referred to  the possibility  of  utilising  Section 106 contributions
from the Jelson development to improve and enhance the facilities on the site.

RESOLVED that  the  football  club  contact  the  Parish  Council  outlining  their
requirements  so  that  a  formal  letter  of  response  could  be  provided  to  satisfy  the
requirements of the Football Foundation.

RESOLVED  that  the  public  be excluded from the meeting for  the  following item of
business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as
defined  in  Section  100A(4)  of  the  Local  Government  Act  1972,  Schedule  12A  (as
amended by the Local Government Act (Access to Information)(Variation)Order 1992,
paragraphs 9 and 11.

22. MARKFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Further to Minute 6 of the Council meeting held on 2 March 2021, 

(a) The Clerk submitted a copy of the Centre Manager’s job description as supplied by
Hinckley  & Bosworth  Borough  Council  (copies  of  which  had  previously  been
circulated to Members)

(b) The Vice-Chairman reported on the meeting held with representatives of Hinckley
& Bosworth Borough Council on 5 March 2021 and advised that it was agreed that
Hinckley & Bosworth Council would provide the Parish Council with its vision for
the future of the Centre, but this had still not been received.

(c) Members  expressed  concern  that  the  Lease  with  the  Markfield  Community
Association had still not been signed.

RESOLVED that 
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(1) Markfield Community Association be advised that it had until the 30 June 2021 to
enter into a Lease with the Council.(see note below)

Please note the resolution (1) is not intended to  affect the users of the Community and Sport
Centre or its  operation.  The Parish Council   would stress that  should any change in lease
arrangements arise - bookings made by user groups at the Centre would be honoured

(2) The Clerk contact Hinckley & Bosworth regarding the future of the Centre should
the Lease between the Markfield Community Association and the Parish Council
not be completed. 
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