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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 8 JUNE 2021 AT 7.30 PM  

PRESENT 

Councillors: J. Williams (Chairman) 

M. Bowler, S. Browning, M. Lay, C. Middleton,  

 K. Senkpiehl, E. Silkstone, W. Walmsley. 

 

Gregory Rawisinski – Leicestershire Police 

 

Parish Clerk 

 

 

24. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 The Vice Chairman reported  

 

(a) That the Markfield Neighbourhood Plan had now passed examination by the 

Inspector and his report had been published on the website.  The Plan was now 

being prepared to go to Referendum. 

(b) Confirmation had been received from the Council’s legal representatives that the 

land situated at Mayflower Close had now been registered, with absolute title, in 

the Parish Council’s name at the Land Registry.   

 

25. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology for absence were received from Councillor D. Weston and County 

Councillor P. Bedford. 

 

26. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

Councillor M Browning declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in agenda 

number 12 in relation to the request for funding by  MacMillan Cancer. 

 

27. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

PC G Rawisinski outlined the current problems being experienced around the Parish 

and requested the Council to consider upgrading the CCTV covering Main Street and 

the Mayflower Close Recreational area.  He advised that he was now the permanent 

Police representative in the Parish although he was also responsible for other areas 

adjoining the Parish.  He confirmed his intention to attend Parish Council meetings 

when his shifts allowed. 
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A resident from Mayflower Court reported the problems she and her neighbours were 

experiencing with groups of young people playing football on the recreation area late 

at night which had resulted in balls coming into their gardens and having to be 

retrieved.  She was very concerned about this problem continuing over the summer.  

 

(PC G Rawisinski) here left the meeting.  

 

28. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

(a) The Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 11 May 2021 were 

confirmed as being a true record and authorised to be signed by the Chairman as 

such. 

(b) Councillor C. Middleton updated Members on the progress of the Millennium 

Garden Project (Minute 21 refers) and advised that the additional cost for the 

installation of a path was an additional £350.00.  He confirmed that in view of the 

requirement for planning permission to undertake the tree work the project would 

now be carried out in 2 phases.  The contractor would invoice the Council at the 

completion of each phase. 

 

29. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 

 

The Clerk, in the absence of County Councillor P Bedford, submitted his report 

(copies of which had previously been circulated to Members). 

 

The Vice-Chairman reported the appointment of Councillor P Bedford the 

Leicestershire County Council’s Cabinet. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted and the Parish Council congratulated the 

Councillor on his recent appointment to the Cabinet. 

 

30. BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT 

 

Borough Councillor M Lay  

 

(a) reported that the Council’s bid for funding towards the refurbishment of the 

Mayflower Close Children’s Play Area had been successful. 

(b) reported on the ongoing matters regarding housing within the Parish  including 

the retrospective application that had been submitted in relation to the Miners 

Institution to tackle the problems with the original redevelopment.  He reported 

that the Markfield Neighbourhood Plan would hopefully prevent any further 

speculative developments around the Parish.  

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
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31. COUNCIL’S SCHEME OF DELEGATIONS 

 

Further to Minute 9, the Clerk submitted, for approval, a draft Scheme of Delegations 

(copies of which had previously been circulated to Members) in relation to a proposed 

new Committee structure to include the following Committees: 

 

• Policy and Resources Committee 

• Recreation and Amenities Committee 

• Planning and Highways Committee 

RESOLVED that the establishment of a Policy and Resources Committee be approved 

with the following terms of reference and Membership.  

TERMS OF REFERENCE  

The committee is established to manage, maintain and improve the performance of 
the statutory powers and functions and related work of the parish council. 

Objectives 

• To keep under review the statutory functions and powers and other legal 

responsibilities of the council on the council's behalf. 
• To advise the Parish Council, following research or investigation, on changes 

required to its procedures and functions in light of new legislation coming forth. 

• To ensure adequate financial controls are in place to utilize and protect the 
Council's finances and assets. 

• To monitor and effect compliance with laid down internal and external audit and 
other financial procedures, regulations and statutes. 

• To ensure appropriate measures are in place to facilitate compliance with the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 
• To oversee the Council's corporate financial risk assessments and recommend 

changes where necessary including adequate insurance provision. 

• To monitor and review all matters relating to the Council staff, emoluments and 
conditions of service 

• To monitor the Council's Policies and Procedures including the Council's Standing 
Orders and Financial Regulations 

• Oversee the Council's external communications including the Council's website, 

social media, press and other forms of media. 

• To oversee the Council's Asset Register 

• The Committee shall have authority and consent to: 

• implement the Committee's aims and objectives. 
• To draft, implement, review, monitor and revise policies for the Parish Council in 

light of new legislation coming forth. 
• To review and amend the Council's Financial Regulations annually and to ensure 

that the Council is observing the regulations. 
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• To prepare budgets and recommend precepts and submit them to full Council for 

approval. 
• To consider all complaints referred to the Committee, as submitted against the 

council's action or lack of action or about the standard of a service, whether the 

action was taken, or the service was provided by the council itself or a person or 
body acting on behalf of the council. 

• To put forward to the Parish Council, proposals for any improvements, 
developments or any capital expenditure 

• To lead on and approve tenders for all aspects of the Parish and its functions in 

accordance with the Parish Council's financial regulations. 
• To monitor, review, recommend on and consider all matters relating to the 

Council's staff, emoluments and conditions of service. 

• Decision making powers in respect of its budget without referral to full Council, 

but where a resolution is made to refer to Council then the decision of Council will 

stand. 
• instruct the Clerk to carry out the decisions of the Committee, prior to the minutes 

and with decisions of the Committee meetings being approved and signed at Full 

Council. 
 

Membership: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Councillor K. Senkpiehl, E. Silkstone  

 

32. STANDING ORDERS 2021 

 

The Clerk submitted, for approval, revised Standing Orders (copies of which had 

previously been circulated to Members) and advised that the main changes related to 

the removal of the Council’s ability to hold virtual meetings following the decision 

made by the Government not to extend the provisions of the Coronavirus Act after 

May 2021. 

 

RESOLVED that the revised Standing Orders be approved and adopted. 

 

33. COUNCIL POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 

The Clerk submitted the following draft Policies for approval and adoption (copies of 

which had previously been circulated to Members) and answered Members’ questions 

thereon: 

 

• Community Engagement Statement of Intent 

• Media, Communications & Social Media Policy 

• Training and Development Statement of Intend 

• Dignity at Work Policy 

RESOLVED that the Policies be approved and adopted with immediate effect. 
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34. FINANCIAL REPORT – INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – 6 APRIL – 11 MAY 2021 

 

The Clerk submitted the list of income and expenditure for approval (copies of which 

had previously been circulated to Members) together with copies of the bank 

reconciliation statement and summary of receipts and payments against budget 

headings up to 31 May 2021. 

 

RESOLVED that the report and income of £15,337.14 be noted, and the following list 

of expenditure be approved for payment: 

 
Date Method Supplier Description Amount 

19.05.2021 DD EDF Energy Electric – JPF 23.00 

20.05.2021 Debit Card Amazon Grit Bin Lock 7.98 

20.05.2021 BACS J C Fitzgerald Grave Markers 30.00 

27.05.2021 DD Plusnet Telephone/Broadband 53.70 

24.05.2021 BACS N Billing Cemetery Roof Repair 160.00 

25.05.2021 DD E.ON Electric – JPF 7.00 

25.05.2021 BACS Sports &Courts Maint MUGA Maintenance 360.00 

27.05.2021 BACS ESPO Security Cabinet 1438.00 

27.05.2021 BACS J C Fitzgerald Handyman Services 30.00 

27.05.2021 BACS TW Lighting Protection Service Charges 168.00 

27.05.2021 BACS Tranter Fire & Security Alarm etc Maint 566.28 

27.05.2021 BACS Pubpay & Stonehenge Payroll 14.40 

28.05.2021 BACS Parish Clerk Salary 1673.05 

28.05.2021 BACS HMRC Tax and NI 513.83 

28.05.2021 BACS ESPO Stationery 37.32 

28.05.2021 BACS ESPO First Aid Kit 17.10 

01.06.2021 BACS Parish Council Websites Website Upgrade 330.00 

01.06.2021 DD Vodaphone Mobile Phones 49.40 

04.06.2021 BACS M&BG Limited Grounds Maint 1756.00 

04.06.2021 BACS M&BG Limited Playground Inspection 156.00 

07.06.2021 DD Water Plus Water Rates – JPF 73.37 

07.06.2021 DD Water Plus Water – Cemetery 18.47 

07.06.2021 Cheque Petty Cash PC Reimbursement 19.74 

 

35. MACMILLAN CANCER – DONATION REQUEST 

 

The Clerk submitted details of the request from MacMillan Cancer for a donation to 

supports its activities (copies of which had previously been circulated to Members). 

 

RESOLVED that the request not be refused on this occasion and that the applicant be 

advised accordingly. 

 

36. CEMETERY MAPPING PROJECT 

  

The Clerk submitted the quotations received for the mapping of the Cemetery (copies 

of which had previously been circulated to Members) and advised that the Council’s 

current financial software provider did have a module for the recording of cemetery 
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records but currently this was not compatible with the preferred mapping system, but 

it was anticipated that this would be the case in the future. 

 

RESOLVED that the quotation received from Pear Technology in the sum of £1885.00 

be approved and that the Clerk be granted delegated authority to purchase the 

cemetery module from its current software provider at a cost of £567.00 once the 

linkage between the two systems became available. 

 

37. CEMETERY – HANGING BASKETS 
 

Further to the Parish Council meeting held on 2 February 2021 (Minute 12 refers), the 

Clerk submitted the quotation received for the Cemetery hanging baskets and garden 

areas to be added to the current hanging basket contract (copies of which had 

previously been circulated to Members). 

RESOLVED that the quotation for the provision of two additional hanging baskets for 

the cemetery at a cost of £114.54 each be accepted and the cost of planting and 

maintaining the small garden area around the Chapel at a cost of £210.00 be accepted. 

 

38. CHRISTMAS LIGHTING PROJECT 2021 
 

The Clerk submitted the quotations received for the installation of Christmas Lights on 

Main Street, Markfield (copies of which had previously been circulated to Members).  

Each quotation gave the options of lease and/or purchase and the option for erecting 

lights on all lighting columns situated on Main Street and for erecting lights on 12 of 

the lighting columns.  In all cases the cost of providing appropriate electrical supply 

would be an additional cost of £260.00 per lighting column. 

 

RESOLVED that the Lease option be approved for 2021 for erecting lights on 12 of the 

lighting columns on Main Street at a cost of £4644 and the additional cost of providing 

the electrical supply to the lighting columns be approved at a cost of £260.00 per 

lighting column. 

 

39. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 The Clerk reported that no planning applications had been received. 

 

RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of 

business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information 

as defined in Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act1972, Schedule 2A (as 

amended by the Local Government Act (Access to Information )(Variation)Order 1992, 

Paragraph 1. 

 

(The Parish Clerk here left the meeting). 
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40. PENSION ARRANGEMENTS – PARISH CLERK 

 

RESOLVED that the Council will make contributions of 12% of the Clerk’s gross salary 

to the Clerk’s Pension. 

 

The meeting concluded at 10.00 pm 

 

 

 

        Chairman. 
 


