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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 10 MAY 2022 AT 7.30 PM  

PRESENT 

Councillors: J. Williams (Chairman) 

M. Bowler, S. Browning, K. Crook, C. Middleton,  

R. Pawsley, K. Senkpiehl, E. Silkstone, W. Walmsley. 

 

Parish Clerk 

 

 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

 

RESOLVED that Councillor J. Williams be elected Chairman for the period 10 May 

2022 until the Annual Parish Council meeting in May 2023.  (The Chairman signed 

her Acceptance of Office and thanked everyone for her election).  

 

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

 

RESOLVED that Councillor M. Bowler be elected Vice Chairman for the period 10 May 

2022 until the Annual Parish Council meeting in May 2022 (The Vice Chairman signed 

her Acceptance of Office thanked everyone for her election). 

 

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology for absence were received from Councillor M. Lay, Borough Councillor A. 

Furlong and County Councillor P. Bedford. 

 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

None.  

 

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

The Chairman reported that there had been an error made on the Minutes of the 

previous Council meeting held on 12 April 2022 in that Minute 218, paragraph (b) had 

been erroneously recorded as this discussion took place later in the meeting and 

should be recorded under Minute 222. 

 

Subject to the above amendment, the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12 

April 2022 were confirmed as being a true record and authorised to be signed by the 

Chairman. 

 



 

2 
 

 

6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

The Chairman in response to the number of residents who had attended the meeting 

agreed to make an alteration in the agenda order and bring forward item 18 regarding 

the proposals for the development off Markfield Lane, Field Head. 

 

7. LAND AT MARKFIELD LAND, FIELD HEAD 

 

The Vice Chairman read out the response that had been made to the proposals for the 

proposed development by Borough Councillor M. Lay (copies of which had previously 

been circulated to Members) and recommended that the response from the Parish 

Council should be to support Councillor Lay’s comments and to include those 

comments raised by residents regarding the ecology and environmental impact. 

 

RESOLVED that the following be submitted as the Parish Council’s comments to the 

public consultation: 

 
The Parish Council are implacably opposed to such a proposal and would ask that you note 

the following. 

(1) The only reason the housing site is being proposed is because of its proximity to 

Markfield. The Charnwood Borough Council SHEELA assessed the site on that basis. 

 

(2) Although it lies outside the boundary of Markfield the impact of the proposals will be 

mostly felt in the community of Markfield but the residents of this development will 

never contribute to the community or help its sustainability because they will pay local 

taxes to Charnwood Borough Council and Newtown Linford Parish Council not 

Markfield. They will also have no democratic say on how the community operates or 

how resources are allocated.  

 

(3) The justification for the development appears to be stated as;  “There is a continuing 

need to provide further housing to meet housing requirements in the area. Both 

Charnwood Borough and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough are currently unable to 

demonstrate a five-year supply of housing as required by national planning policy”  

This statement is factually incorrect and shows a total ignorance of the steps Markfield 

has taken to provide for its housing requirements. Markfield has a ‘Made’ 

Neighbourhood Plan which has allocated land for substantial housing development to 

the south of the Village. This development is underway and will lead to some 284 

houses being built over the next 10 years. It will provide for some 112 affordable 

housing units. For a community of the size of Markfield this is a significant allocation 

that is being delivered. As the plan is ‘Made’ it ensures that the settlement of Markfield 

benefits from enhanced protection in national planning policy (see NPPF 12-14) 
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Paragraph 14 of the NPPF  states that the adverse impact of allowing development 
that conflicts with the neighbourhood plan is likely to significantly and demonstrably 
outweigh the benefits, provided the neighbourhood plan: 

(a) became part of the development plan 2 years or less before the date on which the 
decision is made; The plan was adopted in Oct 2021 

(b) contains policies and allocations to meet its identified housing requirement; The plan 
delivers its housing requirement up to 2039 in full  

(c) the local planning authority has at least a 3 year supply of deliverable housing sites 
and housing delivery was at least 45% of that required over the previous 3 years. 
Hinckley and Bosworth are only just short of its 5 year land supply target. 
 

The NPPF also states that where a planning application conflicts with an up-to-date 

neighbourhood plan (as part of the development plan), permission should not usually be 

granted. 

 

(4) With regards to the promotion of affordable housing on site Markfield Parish Council would 

ask that you consider that local demand is fully catered for in the new development taking 

place. Residents of Markfield and those in HBBC will not be able to benefit from such units 

on your proposed site due to the lettings policies of Charnwood Borough Council. These units 

will be let to residents of Charnwood BC of which there are very few in close proximity to the 

development. 

 

(5) The delivery of the 284 homes will place some considerable additional pressure on services 

in the Markfield settlement area. While this may be  compensated for in the form of S106 

contributions a particular concern exists on the provision of primary school places. The 

current primary school occupies a very limited and constrained site. With the need to 

accommodate children from the already consented development in Markfield the site will 

reach its practical limits for any further expansion. This needs careful consideration by 

Leicestershire County Council and it is therefore likely that school places in Markfield may 

not be available for residents of this development and have also not been planned for. This 

questions the very sustainability of the scheme and its reliance on the settlement of 

Markfield to make it so. 

 

(6) Significant highway issues exist on access onto Markfield Lane and onto the A50 at the Field 

Head roundabout. This roundabout is already over capacity and a greater traffic flow from 

the north entrance will cause ever greater problems. The future of the A511/A50 highway 

improvement scheme is currently under review despite the massive increase in the volume 

of traffic on this road. 

 

(7) The ribbon development that exists along Markfield Lane was largely built many years ago 

before national planning policy become more uniform and consistent. The site is clearly in 

the open countryside and occupies an area that is in both the Charnwood and National 

Forests. It should be protected for its own sake. It does not feature in the developing 

Charnwood Borough Council Local Plan and in terms of hierarchy of development it should 
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be very low in order. It is not a suitable site for development of this size and it should 

therefore be rejected. 

 

(8) The impact of the proposals on the local ecology with its loss of suitable habitats for wildlife 

and the environmental damage of the proposals in terms of vehicular and other forms of 

pollution will be significant. 

 

8. CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2021-22 
 

The Chairman submitted her annual report for the period 2021-22 as follows: 

“So here we are at the end of another year of Parish Council business, my first year as Chair. 

It’s true to say that ‘every day is a school day’ and I have learnt a lot during this last year. I am 

confident that we have made good progress during the year and planned well for the future. 

This annual report provides an opportunity to give a special mention to a number of people 

who we as Parish councillors work with supporting the local community. I would start of 

course with a big thank you to you, the councillors who have served this Parish so well over 

the last year. A good number of you contribute more than just turning up once a month, 

whether it is by representing the council on external committees like the JPF management 

committee, or the Jane Avery Trust. We have a talented council with an excellent mix of skills 

and experiences. Whatever your take is on cheese and wine or curry and beer, we have 

remained cohesive and managed to avoid petty arguments that seem to undermine so much 

of public life these days, all this without even a sniff of a cup of tea! 

I must make special mention to my vice chair Margaret Bowler, who’s organisational skills and 

knowledge in many areas are excellent. Her commitment to all things parish is very much 

appreciated. 

I would also like to thank the Clerk, Lorraine Davies for her endeavours throughout this year, 

her experience and knowledge has been extremely valuable.  

It would not have been possible for me to chair MPC without the support of both Margaret 

and Lorraine and along with David our part time handyman and Helen our part time admin 

assistant; my job would have been a whole lot harder. Finally I would like to thank our County 

Councillor Peter Bedford for his support, our two Borough councillors Matthew and Andy, the 

dedicated team of villagers who worked tirelessly to put together our Neighbourhood Plan 

and the members of public who take time to attend meetings. 

Precept and Accounts 

We have managed the Council’s finances to the best of our abilities in the past 12 months and 

this is endorsed by our internal auditor who says she is satisfied that this is a well-run council 

with robust systems in place to meet the internal control objectives. 

Following our budget meeting in December we agreed to increase our precept by 3.2%, we 

made a concerted effort to keep this increase low, but I feel confident that we can continue 

to meet our obligations and remain well placed to deliver for the future. We will look out for 

funding opportunities when they arise and will progress applications to the Borough and 

County councils when appropriate to do so. 
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Play area 

We have continued to manage the play area to a high standard, with the addition of two new 

pieces of equipment, one of which is an inclusive roundabout. Regular inspections take place 

and actions implemented. We continue to look at how we might improve the facility as and 

when resources allow. The skate park remains well used and remains one of the best in the 

vicinity. The community park is completed and thanks must go to Tony Lockley (former 

councillor and chair) and Councillor Klaus Senkphiel for their commitment and work to achieve 

this fantastic facility which is regularly used by the very young through to the elderly in the 

village. I often see 80 year olds taking a daily stroll around the paths. 

Jubilee Playing Fields  

I am pleased to report that the JPF management committee has continued to meet 

throughout the year, facilitating football, cricket and now home to a local archery club. 

Cemetery 

We continue to maintain the cemetery to a decent standard. The council recognise that 

improvements needed to be made and with that in mind we have reviewed the cemetery 

records and are currently in the process of having them digitalised. We are also preparing the 

ground for a wild flower meadow. 

Open Spaces 

We maintain these to a decent standard and also manage our tree population to a high 

level. We look at ways to enhance these areas where possible and just recently due to the 

Local Authority Treescapes fund administered through LCC we have been able to plant 16 

saplings on the community park, including 5 Acer ‘Queen Elizabeth’ trees which seem apt in 

this Platinum Jubilee year. 

Works including the clearing and improvement of the nature reserve and pathways in the 

Millenium Gardens were completed in October. Thanks here go to Councillor Craig 

Middleton for over- seeing this work. 

Planning 

It has been another frustrating year on the planning front, although the Markfield 

Neighbourhood Plan was ‘made’ with the preferred site of London Road being allocated for 

housing. There is still however a general sense of being unable to do what is best for our 

community. Even as I write this, we have two applications/consultations that fall under 

Charnwood Borough council but border onto Markfield to contend with and oppose.  

Policing. 

We have had some Police presence at council meetings with the return of PC Greg 

Rawisinski to the village. 

The Future 

Our objectives for the next year and beyond include-: 

A tree survey of village trees 

Phase 2 of the Children’s play area, to include Picnic Tables and Chairs 
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Cemetery records mapped and a wildflower border 

CCTV upgrade at the Community Centre and Car Park. 

Furnish the Main Street with Christmas Angels again this year 

 

We have been through some difficult times and this has made our task harder but I believe 

we remain focused on these objectives. To conclude, might I again express my thanks to 

those present and all involved in our work to make Markfield a better community in which 

we have chosen to live. 

 

9. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 

 

In the absence of County Councillor Bedford,  a written report had been circulated as 

follows: 
 

(a) Markfield Easter Bonnet Competition 

I hope that you all had a restful Easter Break and are enjoying the lighter evenings now that 

Spring is with us.  On Easter Sunday I was invited to Markfield Library to judge their Easter 

Bonnet competition. It was great to see so many colourful and creative masterpieces. The 

children (and some Adults!) had clearly spent a great deal of time and effort on their bonnets! 

My thanks to the volunteers that made this great community event a resounding success! 

(b) Burst Mains, Thornton 

During the month I have been liaising with Severn Trent following recent bursts in Thornton. 

There has rightly been frustration from residents as a result of these events; in particular 

ensuring that the public footpaths and highways are restored properly after works have 

completed. I have made it crystal clear to Highways and Severn Trent that these matters need 

to be dealt with swiftly and to the highest of standards; and where residents find this not to 

be the case, please do send me further information. 

(c) County Council Cabinet 

At a recent Cabinet meeting I formally raised my concerns about Leicester City Councils 

proposed Workplace Parking Levy; in particular their plans NOT to exempt NHS and 

Emergency Workers from the charge. This would result in key workers, who work and park in 

the city, having to find an additional £500 a year! I very much hope that following the public 

consultation this decision is reversed by the City Council. 

At April’s Cabinet I spoke about the benefits that an East Midlands Freeport would bring, 

including an estimated 61,000 new jobs and £8.9 billion for the local economy over the next 

30 years whilst playing a critical role in levelling up the region. 

(d) Bardon Hill Community Fund 

The next meeting of the Bardon Hill Quarry Community Fund will take place on Monday 6th 

June. The Fund is responsible for administering small grants to local community groups. If 

you know any groups that would benefit from the scheme please do get in touch with 

Kirsten.Hannaford-Hill@aggregate.com who will be able to take you through the application 

process. 

mailto:Kirsten.Hannaford-Hill@aggregate.com
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(e) Stanton under Bardon Mobile Post Office Service 

The mobile post office service started in the village on Tuesday 19th April. This is a weekly 

service, and the van will be parked on the 'Without Walls' church car park between 11.00am 

- 12.00pm. Although this is only an hour a week it is a step in the right direction. Please try to 

support this service if you can. 

 

(f) LCC Shire Environment Grants 2022/23 

Leicestershire County Council is committed to improving the local environment through waste 
prevention and reuse to minimise the amount thrown away, reducing carbon and improving 
biodiversity. In order to help eligible community-based organisations, achieve this, the Council 
is offering up to £3,000 in the form of SHIRE Environment Grants. 

The Council is particularly interested in funding new and innovative projects that will meet 
one or more of the grant scheme outcomes: 

• To reduce the amount of household waste produced in Leicestershire 
• To reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions within communities 
• To improve biodiversity and support the creation, protection, enhancement and 

management of sustainable green spaces 
• To raise awareness and understanding on the above outcomes as well as providing 

necessary training and skills to manage and support projects. 
 

The Council is keen to support projects that can maintain or build on some of the positive 
environmental benefits that have arisen from the current Covid 19 situation, such as reduced 
carbon emissions, increased biodiversity, improved air quality, greater appreciation of nature 
and green spaces etc. 

Although applications can be received at any time, the SHIRE Environment Grants scheme will 

operate a series of deadlines and decision meetings. The remaining deadline for 2022 / 23 is 

outlined below: 

Friday 24th June 2022 with decisions made by Friday 29th July 2022 

Friday 28th October 2022 with decisions made by Friday 25th November 2022 

Friday 24th February 2023 with decisions made by Friday 31st March 2023 

 

Further information on the application process can be obtained via: 

environmentgrant@leics.gov.uk or by calling 0116 305 7005. 

(g) Roving Surgeries 

I believe it is really important that local councillors are accessible not just via email or 

telephone, but in person. As such I will be reintroducing face to face surgeries in the form of 

“coffee mornings” over the coming months. The first of these will be in May when I will be 

meeting with residents of the retirement village (Markfield Court) for a cuppa and catchup on 

all things local. I will publicise future catchups, as they are scheduled across the villages, over 

the coming months. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

mailto:environmentgrant@leics.gov.uk
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10. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2022-2023 

 

RESOLVED that  

 

(1) the proposed Meetings Calendar in respect of Council meetings for 2022-23 be 

approved as follows: 

 

7th June 2022   4th October 2022  3rd January 2023 

5th July 2022   1st November 2022  7th February 2023 

6th September 2022  6th December 2022  7th March 2023 

        4th April 2024 

 

(2) consideration of the proposed calendar for the Council’s Committees be 

considered at the first meeting of the Committee. 

 

11. COUNCIL’S SCHEME OF DELEGATIONS 2022-23 

 

The Clerk submitted, for approval, a draft Scheme of Delegations (copies of which had 

previously been circulated to Members) that included the existing delegations to the 

Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer and to the Policy & Resources Committee as well 

draft delegations for the proposed new Planning and Highways Committee  

RESOLVED that the Scheme of Delegations be approved. 

 

12. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE COUNCIL’S STANDING COMMITTEES 2022-23 

 

RESOLVED that the following Members be appointed to the Council’s Standing 

Committee for the period May 2022 to April 2023: 

 

Policy & Resources Committee  - Councillors: M. Bowler, M. Browning, K. Senkpiehl, 

E. Silkstone and J. Williams 

 

Planning & Highways Committee – Councillors: M. Bowler, K. Crook, R. Pawsley, E. 

Silkstone, W. Walmsley and J. Williams. 

 

13. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 2022-23 

 

RESOLVED that the following appointments of Representatives to Outside Bodies for 

2022 -2023 be approved: 
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Organisation     Representative 
 

Jubilee Playing Fields Committee Councillors: M. Lay, C Middleton  
L.R.A.L.C      Parish Clerk 
Jane Avery Trust     Councillor J Williams 
Midland Quarry      Councillor M Lay 
Markfield Library Trust    Councillor J Williams 
Leicestershire Footpath Assn   Councillor W. Walmsley 
Council Protection of Rural England  Councillor E. Silkstone 
Leics & Rutland Playing Fields Assn  Councillor C. Middleton 
Markfield Community Assn MC4 Cttee  Chairman/Vice Chairman 
Hinckley & Bosworth Rural Conference  Councillor M Bowler/Parish Clerk 
Hinckley & Bosworth Parish Forum  Councillor M Bowler/Parish Clerk 
Leicestershire CC Parish Liaison Forum  Chairman/Vice Chairman/Clerk 
 

14. STANDING ORDERS 2022 

 

The Clerk submitted, for review, the Council’s current Standing Orders (copies of 

which had previously been circulated to Members) and advised that there were no 

proposed changes. 

 

RESOLVED that the Council’s current Standing Orders be adopted for the period May 

2022 to April 2023 

 

15. BANKING ARRANGEMENTS 2022 -2023 

 

RESOLVED that Barclays Bank be retained as the Council’s banking provider for 2022-

2023. 

 

16. REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT 

 

(a) The Clerk submitted a report and Internal Audit Review Checklist (copies of which 

had previously been circulated to Members). 

(b) Members considered the checklist and evidence of achievement and agreed that 

the Council could respond positively to all criteria. 

(c) Consideration of any planned internal audit work other than the completion of the 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return would be considered by the Policy 

& Resources Committee as part of its budget considerations for 2023-24. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted and that the Clerk be authorised to complete the 

Checklist as outlined in (b) and (c) above. 
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17. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2021-22 

 

The Clerk submitted the Internal Audit Report for 2021-22 (copies of which had 

previously been circulated to Members) and advised that (a) the recommendation 

included in paragraph 2 of the report had already been actioned and (b)  the 

conclusion of the report was that that the Council had robust systems in place to 

meet the internal control objectives. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

18. INTERNAL AUDIT SERVICE 2022-2023 

 

RESOLVED that the Council appoint Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local 

Councils as the Council’s internal audit service provider for 2022-2023 

 

19. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2021-2022 

 

The Clerk submitted the Council’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 

2021-2022 (copies of which had previously been circulated to Members). 

 

RESOLVED that 

 

(a) The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) for 2021-2022 be approved for 

signature by the Chairman and the Parish Clerk 

(b) The Annual Accounting Statements (Section 2) for 2021-2022 be approved for 

signature by the Chairman. 

 

20. MAYFLOWER CLOSE BENCH REPLACEMENT 

RESOLVED that the damaged bench situated on Mayflower Close be replaced with a 

composite bench similar in design to the one recently installed at the Launde Road 

Recreation area. 

RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 

business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt 

information as defined in Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act1972, 

Schedule 2A (as amended by the Local Government Act (Access to Information 

)(Variation)Order 1992, Paragraphs 1. 2 and 6. 

 

21. MARKFIELD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 

Further to Minute 220,  
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(a) the Vice Chairman outlined the latest legal advice received from the Council’s legal 

representatives and advised that the outcome of the Council’s enquiries to its 

insurers were currently awaited. 

(b) The Clerk reported on the outcome of initial enquiries through the Society of Local 

Council Clerks on the cost of providing a feasibility study and the quotations 

received for the building survey. 

RESOLVED 

(1) The advice of the Council’s legal representatives be noted and that they be 

instructed to proceed with the issue of the Section 146 and Section 25 Notices as 

recommended. 

(2) The Clerk be authorised to undertake preliminary discussions with the Society of 

Local Council Clerks regarding the feasibility study 

(3) The Clerk seek additional quotations for the building survey. 

 

22. CEMETERY COMPLAINT UPDATE 

 

Further to Minute 221, the Clerk reported that there was nothing further to report 

but confirmed that all documentation requested had been supplied. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 

23. JUBILEE PLAYING FIELDS – PROPOSED LEASE 

 

Further to Minute 222,  

 

(a) The Chairman updated Members following the meeting with the representatives 

of Sporting Markfield that had taken place on 3 May 2022 

(b) Councillor C. Middleton updated Members following the Jubilee Playing Fields 

Committee (JPF) meeting held on 5 May 2022 

(c) The Clerk submitted the response that had been received from Sporting Markfield 

to the draft Heads of Terms and the response received from the Council’s legal 

representative (copies of which had previously been circulated to Members). 

(d) The Chairman, in view of the confusion surrounding the identity of the JPF, 

recommended that a meeting be set up with the JPF Committee at the earliest 

opportunity. 

 

RESOLVED that  

 

(1) All matters relating to the Lease be postponed until such time as Sporting 

Markfield had established the new CASC. 

(2) The Clerk contact the Secretary of the JPF Committee to arrange a meeting 

between the JPF and representatives of the Council at the earliest opportunity. 
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The meeting concluded at 10.00 pm 

 

 

 

        Chairman. 
 


