
 
A511 MRN growth corridor scheme proposed improvements 

 
Leicestershire County Council (LCC) are seeking Major Road Network (MRN) funding from 
the Department for Transport (DfT), to upgrade a series of junctions along the A511/A50.  
Full details of the proposed works can be found via the link below: 
 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance/a511-growth-
corridor-scheme 
 
Following consultation with residents and interested parties it is recognised that there is 
some local opposition to the proposed alterations to the Field Head and Flying Horse 
roundabouts. Details of the proposed changes and the rationale behind them are set out 
below.  
 
Field Head Roundabout 
 
During the peak hours the delays at the Field Head roundabout can often result in extensive 
queues forming on the A50 inbound approaches, which is likely to be exacerbated as traffic 
volumes continue to increase along with growth in the local area.  
 
To alleviate this delay, it is proposed that part-time traffic signals are installed on the A50 
approaches and circulatory carriageway, the remaining arms on the roundabout would 
continue to operate as give-way. The signals would only be operational between the hours 
of 07:00 – 09:00 and 16:00 – 1800 to help manage traffic volumes in these busy periods.  
 
Whilst the junction is only partially signalised, all arms will benefit from gaps in traffic 
caused by the signals on the A50, which in turn would be make it easier to exit the minor 
arms including Launde Road and Leicester Road. The table below shows the average queue 
lengths at the junction with and without the signals in the 2031 scenario. 
 
Table 1: Queue Lengths Field Head Roundabout – Do Nothing Scenario 
 

 Max Queue (PCU) Max Queue (PCU) 

Approach 2017 AM 2017 PM 2031 AM 2031 PM 

A50 Inbound 
(per lane) 

68 25 216 50 

Markfield 
Lane 

1 1 2 1 

A50 
Outbound 
(per lane) 

6 12 20 38 

Launde Road 3 2 183 3 

Leicester 
Road 

3 1 32 3 

 
The table above illustrates that without alterations to the junction queues on the A50 will 
increase from 68 to 216 vehicles in the morning peaks. Similarly, queues are also forecast to 
significantly increase at Launde Road and Leicester Road across this period.  

 

 
 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance/a511-growth-corridor-scheme
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance/a511-growth-corridor-scheme


Table 2: Queue Lengths Field Head Roundabout – Traffic Signal Improvement Scheme 
 

 Average Queue* (PCU) Average Queue* (PCU) 

Approach 2017 AM 2017 PM 2031 AM 2031 PM 

A50 Inbound 
(per lane) 

10 9 20 10 

Markfield 
Lane 

2 1 5 1 

A50 
Outbound 
(per lane) 

8 10 12 11 

Launde Road 3 1 18 2 

Leicester 
Road 

1 1 3 2 

 
*This is the average queue over the peak hour and assumes that traffic arrives evenly over the hour. In reality, 

queues may be lower at the start and end of the peak period and higher in the “peak of the peak”. As a guide, 
doubling the average queue length would give a reasonable estimation of the maximum queue that could be 
expected in the busiest part of the peak hour. 
 
As outlined in the table above with the inclusion of the traffic signals at the junction, queues 
on the A50, Launde Road and Leicester Road significantly reduce to less than 20 vehicles.  
 
Flying Horse Roundabout 
 
To improve the operational and safety performance of the Flying Horse roundabout, it is 
proposed that the following alterations are made to the junction. 
 

- Left only from Stanton Lane. 
- Left only from Copt Oak Road  
- Ahead and left only from A511 Shaw Lane (eastbound). 

 
It is recognised that these alterations limit movements at the junction, which have the 
potential to impact local residents, particularly those at Stanton Under Bardon. When 
considering the alterations at this location, several options were considered including the 
introduction of a fully signalised crossroads. However, these options failed to deliver the 
same level of capacity improvements and ultimately would have cost significantly more.   
 
Whilst LCC recognise that these restrictions will result in some traffic needing to re-route, 
on balance it was felt that the overall travel time for many of these journeys would remain 
largely unchanged. See example below for journey times between Stanton Under Bardon 
and Loughborough. 
 



 
  
By 2030 its forecast that nearly 5,000 vehicles will utilise the Flying Horse roundabout in the 
peak hours, 85% of which will be travelling along the A511. Failure to deliver these 
improvements will lead to significant delays along the corridor, which in turn will result in 
traffic rat-running along less appropriate roads.  
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